Talk Title: “Understanding how machines understand us: A
perspective on Natural Language Generation”
Abstract: How to make machines understand us would be one of the
most fascinating questions a few decades ago (and it still probably is!) but
at least we now know how to go about answering it – thanks to the
enormous advancement the field of Natural Language Processing (a.k.a.
Computational Linguistics) has undergone.
Natural Language Processing (NLP) is the field of research
concerned with endowing computers with language ability- of
understanding and generating language. The ever-proliferating amount of
information on the web has necessitated more sophisticated methods of
data analysis and retrieval, especially when data is in textual form.
Moreover, from the scientific objective of enabling machines to mimic
human behavior to building “applications for a better tomorrow” (viz. as
chatbots, recommenders, translators), that can process, understand and
generate human language content, the importance of the research is hard
to miss.
In this talk we will briefly cover theories, methods, and challenges in
Natural Language Processing and Generation. Our discussion will revolve
around two popular, yet difficult generation tasks of: (a) Generation of
natural descriptions from structured data, and (b) Persuasive text
generation in fashion domain.
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